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CHAPTER
HAPPENINGS

ThelndianaChapter
continues to be very involved
in our questto help CCl
provide highly trained
assistanceogsto people

with disabilities. Marge
Eaton of Highland, IN
graduated with Encore, an
appropriatelynamed
Successor Canine Companion,
on May 14. Also graduating
were Athena IV, raised by
Pam Dallas, who now
skillfully assistsAdam
Sullivan in IL and Raquel, a
Skilled Companion raised by
Karla Kittle, now living in

MN with ChristianAdzick.
Five Canine Companions
raised in Indiana matriculated
to begin their advanced
training at the North Central
Regional Training Center.
Congratulationgpuppy
raisersfor your hardwork to
develop future CCI Canine
Companions!

In May, CCI washonoredby
the donationof nearly$5,000
by the studentbody from
Noblesville High School.
Theyraisedmoneyto buy

accessibility equipment
neededy afellow student,
ChrisRankin.Unfortunately,
Chris passedawayprior to

the equipment being
purchased. ChrisO family
requestedhata portionof the
fundsbedonatedo CCl as
Chris had been an applicant.
Anotherpersorwill now get
to enjoythe benefitsthat
Chrissomuchwanted by
having a new CCI companion.
Thanksvery much,
Noblesville High School and
the Rankin family. Your
heartfelt gift is greatly
appreciated.

OnMay 20 and21 several
volunteersmetshoppersat
SamOs Club in Greenwood to
introduce them to CCl and
collectdonationsThanksto
everyonewho spenttime at
SamOs Club raising awarenes:
and funds .

A total of $1,000wasraised

for CCI.

Our annual Champions Picnic
will be SaturdayJuly 9 atthe
home of Ginny and Dan
OOBrien, 6650 Yellowstone
Parkway.Bring your own

lawn chair and meat for lunch
along with a dish to share
with everyone. You can once
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again be assured of great fun
and outstanding food! Call the
OOBrien@¢317-783-4727

for directions or get them on
theinternet.Graduates,
puppyraisers,volunteersand
all CCl lovers are invited.

About twenty CCI
presentations were given
during the last three months
by a variety of personsaand
many more are scheduled for
thefuture.If you makea
presentationpleasenform
Dan OOBrien of the date,
place and organization
involved so we can include the
informationon the monthly
reportssentto theregional
center. Donations collected
shouldbe sentto our Chapter
Treasurer, Pam Dallas so we
cankeeptrackof thefunds
raisedfor CCl. Pamdeposits
themoneyinto the CCI
account.

Linda Saunders and Mary
Klee representethe chapter

at the regional Chapter
ConferenceMay 13. Chapter
events, concerns, policies and
promotionswerediscussed.
We continue to be among the
largest chapters and doing
very well in providing CCI
well-socializedpupsfor
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Advanced Training in addition
to raising community
awareness and fund raising.
Several great ideas were
learned and will be discussed
atfuture chaptemeetings.
Thankyou, Mary andLinda
for attending the representing
thechapterIncidentally,

Linda has now moved to her
new house.... almost got in the
way of her CCl

involvement!!!

Dan OOBrien

FERGUS

The MOSAICSOs Program of
Carmel Clay School District
welcomed a new member to
its staffin Septembeof 2004.
Fergus, a yellow
Labrador/golden retriever,
foundaschoolfull of students
waiting with open arms.
Ferguswhoturned2 years
old in November, has found
his way into manyhearts. |
am Carol Lehman and
FergusOs facilitator. | have
workedat MOSAICSfor 4
years and | am an
instructionalassistant.Our
school provides a nurturing
and responsive environment
for studentsn the Hamilton-
Boone-Madison Special
Services Cooperative. We
provide opportunitiesfor
thesestudentsvho arenot
experiencing success in their
home school setting. Our goal
is to provide studentswith

the chance to experience

success academically and
behaviorally. We help
studentdo developthe skills
neededo copewith the
obstacles that have hindered
their educational progress.

Fergus works on
Monday, Tuesday,Thursday,
andFriday. He arrivesto
school at 7:45am. If given the
freedom, he goes immediately
to the PrincipalOsffice. Not
because he is in trouble, but
because here he will find his
favorite playmate Principal
Carol Cramer. Fergus and
Carol say good morning to
eachotherwith some play,
fetch the ball and run around
the table. Once the energy is
releasedt is timeto puton
the work face. At 8:00am the
studentgetoff the buses.
They are greeted by Fergus
who is just sitting and waiting
for OpatsGnthehead. Some
of the faces are cheery and
happy,othersaregrumpyand
silent. Soon, Fergus has a
group of kids around him
giving him a lot of love. From
sitting to lying down (his
favorite position)heis pet,
used as a pillow, and given
good morning kisses. Fergus
takes it all in with patience
and tolerance. Some mornings
it is lanOs job to wag FergusOf
tail, just in case he canOt do it
for himself. He has been
coveredwith winter coatsto
keep him warm, worn
sunglasses and hats and given
a massage every day. Some

studentsdraw him pictureson
2
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thebusandpresenthemto
him. These gifts are stored in
his zipperedpouchof his blue
vest. His nexthouris spent
in a rambunctious elementary
room of seven boys, aged 9-
12. Fergus lies on the floor as
eachstudentgetsaturnto lay
with him. Theydo their
morning work or read to
Fergus. Carol Renee, the
teacher in this particular
room, has said that Fergus
brings a sense of calm to her
room. Students are more
productive, less argumentative
and the stress level is lowered.
This scends repeatednany
times during the day in other
classrooms.

One staff member who
workscloselywith Fergusis
MOSAICS Social Worker,
Emily. I have trained Emily
on the handling of Fergus.
After Ferguswaswith usfor
a month Emily asked me ODo
you planon stayingat
MOSAICS for awhile?O (Turn
overof staffin this
environment is high, but we
seem to have a great and
supportivestaff that tendsto
stay) | know | lookedat her
with a questionable
expression. She followed up
with a statemenDIlcanOt
imagine doing my job without
FergusO. Seems that sitting on
the floor, petting Fergus,
made talking easierEeven
someof the Otough@Quys.

Fergus was called to
duty whenanelementary
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autisticstudentrefusedto

take his medication. A day of
OJohnny@ithout his

medicine is a challenge. We
came up with the idea of
OJohnny@antingto takehis
medicine with a game. Giving
FergustreatsisnOallowedat
work. But | do have an
emergencysupplyon hand. |
whisperedn OJohnnyOsér
OHowaboutl sneakatreatto
you andyou putit in your
pocket. Quick, donOtet
Fergus see it. Then we will
walk to the nurseOs office.
After you havetakenyour
medicine you can give Fergus
atreat. 00JohnnyOsges

light up. Would he actually
be allowed to give Fergus a
forbidden treat? Sure enough,
OJohnny@ok his pill, Fergus
gotasurprisetreatandthe
teachers were especially
happy. Fergusgot manyhugs
for hisrolein thistask.

A reading program has been
startedthis yearat

MOSAICS. For thefirst

time, the school has been
given a grant to purchase new
booksandstarta library.

Finally, our studentsvould
havesomebooksto help

excite them about reading. We
started a reading club that all
are encouraged to join. The
nameof theclubis ORUFF
ClubO. Reading for Yo and
Fergus forFun.) No judging of
reading skills, speed, or
mispronounced words. We
have a big fluffy pillow to sit
against and a rug to lie on.

Fergus and the reader cuddle
up and reading begins. Fergus
doesnGteemto carethat

some kids read below their
grade level!! He just sits and
listens and listens. Seeing
studentdinish a book sothey
can read to Fergus is exciting
for me. Some days my
biggest challenge is co-
ordinate FergusOs, the
studentsaandmy scheduleso

all the reading gets done. All
participantswill berewarded
with a ORUFFClubOparty at
theendof theyear. Ohand
yes | think | will allow Fergus
to haveanotherntreatthatday.

Otherthingsthat
Fergusdoesis play onthe
playgroundwith the students,
chaseghrownFrisbeesrunin
thefencedin yardwith the
kids and collapse from
exhaustion, rest, and get up
and back at it. He motivates
studentdo try tasksthatare
a challenge. Once they
succeed they are given
OFergus TimeO. He has
soothedearson a sadday,
given friendship to a lonesome
child and plain old
unconditional love.

At theendof theday
Fergusandl standto the
doorsto saygood-bye.

Again, somehappyfaces,
some angry faces but always
morepatsfor Fergus. |
especially love to see the high
schoolboysbenddownto
gently kiss Fergus good-bye.
Thenextdaywe startour job
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all over. Every day is an
adventurenotwo arethe
same. We seem to touch
someoneOs life each day. He
makes us all smile.
|
Carol Lehman

Annual CCI Picnic

All CClI volunteers, graduate
teams, CCI released dogs and
puppies in training are invited
to the annual CCI picnic for a
day of good food, good
friends and fun games.

The picnic will be held July
11 startingat11:00AM at
thehomeof DanandGinny
OOBrien. Their home is
locatedon the southsideat
6650YellowstoneParkway.
Yellowstone is located
betweerBantaand Southport,
135 and Bluff Road.

Please bring your own meat
for the grill and a dish to

share. Paper goods and drinks
will be provided.

For more information or to
RSVP, please call Ginny at
783-4727 or email Dan at
dobrien@mcleodusa.net
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the May 14,2005
North Central Regional
Graduates!!

SUCCESSORSERVICE
DOG TEAMS:

Marge Eaton and Encore
(Quester x Laurel Il)
Highland, IN
PuppyRaiser:DeniseParker
Chillicothe, OH (NCR)

SKILLED COMPANION
DOG TEAMS:

Christian Adzick and
Raquel Il

Facilitator: Lisa Adzick
Minnetonka,MN
PuppyRaiser:CarlaKittle
Plainfield, IN (NCR)

Adam Sullivan and Athena
IV (Bobby x Piniella)
Facilitator: Kimberly and
David Sullivan

Carol Stream, IL
PuppyRaiser:PamDallas
Indianapolis]N (NCR)

CONGRATULATIONS
to the Matriculating
dogsand their Puppy
Raisers!!

On May 14, five puppies
in trainingfrom our chapter
wereturnedin to begin
AdvancedTraining.
Greathopesandbest
wishesgo with these

puppies:

ASHTON II - BobandAmy
Kernan (Hemet x Ressa)

BORDER - Maria Valosky

CHASEN - Scott and
Jennifer Fogo

MARINA Il -BarbKindred

RADD - Becky and Peter
Qualy

Farewell to Amy and
Bob Kernan

It is with mixed emotionsthat
we sayfarewellto Amy and
Bob Kernan. Amy andBob
and furry companions will
soon be taking up residence in
Utah. Bobrecentlyaccepted
a new job in Utah and he has
been working in Utah since
theendof May. Amy
remains in their Indiana
residence until it is sold and
will then pack up and head
west.

Amy and Bob will be greatly
missedastheyhaveboth

have been so active in the
CHAMPIONS chapter. Amy
spentmuchtime in the past
years spearheading the
CHAMPIONS chapter
fundraising at the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.Shespent
many long days working at
the track and she was in
charge of the many volunteers
that worked along side of her.

4
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Amy, we thankyou for all of
your effortsto raisefundsto
supportthe missionof CCI.

In addition to fundraising,
Amy and Bob have raised
threeCCI puppies. Their
mostrecentpuppy, Ashton,
wasturnedin this pastMay
for Advanced Training. They
plan to continue raising CCI
puppiesin Utah oncethey
find a home and get settled.

Amy couldalwaysbe counted
on to takeon anytaskthat
benefited CCI. She worked at
thetrack,gavepresentations,
wrappedgifts at BorderOs
Bookstore participatedn the
SamOs Club fundraisers,
attendechlmosteveryCCl
graduation puppysatCClI
pupsandalwaysoffered
encouragemergndsupportto
everyone in the CCI family.

Amy and Bob are kind, caring,
generous people and the
world is a better place because
of them. We are all glad to
havehadthe opportunityto
haveAmy andBob aspartof

our CHAMPIONS chapter

and we wish them all the best
in their new adventure in

Utah.

A WARM WELCOME

Two CCI puppieshavejoined
our chapter. Pam Dallas has
anew puppynamedAreo, a
yellow male LGX. Becky and
PeterQualyhave
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graciously agreed to finish
raising, Tyra, a 10 month old
female. We welcome both of
thesepuppiesinto our
chapterfamily.

Volunteer Chapter
Conference

On Friday, May 13", Linda
Saunders and | attended North
CentralOgolunteerchapter
conference. This was an
opportunityfor membersof

CCI chapterdrom the North
Central region to get together
and share information. We
discussedlifferentwaysto
recruit volunteers, retain
volunteers, recognize the
contributionsof volunteers,

and shared general fund raising
ideas. We picked up some
innovativewaysto keepour
Champions Chapter alive and
growing!

Mary Klee

Graduation

The latest CCI graduation was
held May 14, 2005. ELEVEN
(count Oem, eleven!) Service
and Skilled Companion teams
graduated in a moving
ceremony at the Dublin
CommunityCenter. Two

dogs raised by Champion
Chaptervolunteerswere
matched as Skilled
Companion dogs. Nina
(a.k.a., Athena IV), raised by
Pam Dallas, was matched

with Adam Sullivan of Carol
Stream, lllinois. Raquel, who
wasraisedby CarlaKittle,
wasmatchedwith Christian
Adzick of Minnetonka,
Minnesota.

A volunteerappreciation

picnic wasplannedo follow

the graduation ceremony, but
was cancelled due to
inclement weather. The

picnic has been rescheduled to
follow the August graduation
ceremony.Be sureto attend!

Mary Klee

SamO<€Iub

Thefirst ChampionsChapter
SamOs Club fund raiser was
held at the Greenwood SamOs
Clubon FridayandSaturday,
May 20-21. SamOBasa
matching program that
enabled us to turn $500 in
donationgnto $1,000! Thank
you, SamOsMy sincere
thanksgo to DanandGinny
OOBrien, Linda Saunders and
Harlen, Pam Dallas and Aero,
Michelle Hykes,Amy

Kernan, and Scott and Elliott
Fogo and Breta for their help.
You guys are awesome!

Our next SamOs Club
adventure will be June 24-26
atthe SamOsn IndyOs
northeasside.AnotherSamOs
adventure will be August 26-
28 onthe southwesside of
Indy at Rockville Road. Some
peoplehavealready
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volunteered for shifts during
these2 eventsput! will be
looking for more to make sure
we cancoverTHREE daysat
this storeinsteadof only two.
Remember, for every dollar
thatwe raiseup to $1,000.00,
SamOs will match it! Watch
for an e-mail regarding
opportunitiesto helpusin
June, or you can e-mail me at
mekhands@yahoo.coto
offer your time to this great
fund raising event.

Mary Klee

Annual Exams

It is alwaysimportantto have
regular checkups for the CCI
dog that you are raising and
your graduate dog. Annual
exams give you a chance to
speakto your veterinarian
aboutanyissuesyou might be
concerned with about the CCI
dog. These physical exams
helpyour veterinariano
betterunderstandhe
unigueness of each individual
dog, so that if an emergency
were to arise he/she will know
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themedicalhistory of that
dog, and maybe prevent a
problem from becoming
serious.

Veterinarians should check the
CCl dog for:

¥ Changes in weight

¥ Check eyes for
any problems

¥ Check ears and
nose for infection
or discharge

¥ Check breath,
teeth, and gums for
any abnormalities

¥ Feel for abnormal
lymph nodesand
thyroid

¥ Palpate
abdomerfor
tendernessr
masses

¥ Assesgondition
of legs, joints, and
spine

¥ Evaluatethatthe
coatis healthyand
free of mats

¥ Check nails

¥ Check skin for
fleas, ticks,
tumors,or other
problems

¥ Listento heartand
lung sounds

¥ Check stool
sample for internal
parasites

¥ Etc.

Annual exams provide a fresh
setof eyesto discover
problemsthatyou may have
missed.

This above information was
given as a handout at the
Graduate Seminar at the
North CentralRegionin May.

Dogs

Dogs, a fast blur of flesh and
fur

Dogs, a loving being just
itching to chew

Dogs, having one is eternal
fun,

Dogs, blue and brown eyed,
electrified
Dogs,hyper,coveredwith
tense muscle fiber

Dogs, great companions,

greeters, catchers, and fetchers

Dogs, territory marking, all
furry and barking

Dogs, running, jumping,
playing

Dogs, drooling, whining,
howling, growling

Dogs, licking, loving, care free

p
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Dogs, living things like you
and me
Dogs, frightened, scared,
comforted
Dogs, squirrel chasing, and
rabbit racing
Dogs, majestic, streamlined,
sleek
Dogs, best friends
Suzie, my dog

This poemwaswritten by the
editorOsousin.Tom Pietzsch
is 14 yearsold. He wrote this
poem for a Language Arts
Class. According to the Staff
atthe SuzieQ Foundation
Tomis apromising,up
coming poet of our time.
.Permissiorfor reprintwas
given by his father on 5-14-
05.

Congratulations to
long time puppy raiser
Teresa Buchheit!

Teresa graduated from Purdue
University asa Doctor of
VeterinaryMedicine.Dr. T is
currently raising Bingo.
Congratulations!

What is CCI?

Canine Companions for
Independence (CCI) is a non-
profit organizatiorthat
enhances the lives of people
with disabilities by providing
highly trained assistance dogs
and by providing ongoing
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supportto ensurethe quality
partnership.

Who are Chapter
Volunteers?

Chaptervolunteerssupport
CCl with theirtime, talent,
energy, and dedication.
Volunteer chapters exist
across the U.S and work
together to develop ideas and
projectsthat supporttheir

CCI Regional Training Center.
Chapter members include
PuppyRaisers,CCI

graduates. breeders/caretakers
and all other individuals

willing to give their time,

talent and energy to this great
mission.

Central Indiana Chapter
2005 Officers:

President:

Dan OOBrien

(317) 251-8813

dobrien@ mccleodusa.net

Secretary:

Cindy Calley
(317) 706-0650
ccalley@iupui.edu

Treasurer:

Pam Dallas

(317) 568-0018
pam.dallas@anthem.com

Communication Manager/
PuppyCoordinator:

Linda Saunders

(317) 576-0426
lindafoxsaunders@sbcglobal.n
et

Special Events/Fundraising:
Amy Kernan
demireba@att.net

Mary Klee
mekhands@yahoo.com
Carol Lehman
clehman@rr.com

Scott Fogo
sjfogo@aol.com

Michelle Hykes
mhykes@matrriotteast.com

Central Indiana Chapter:
PO 55095

Indianapolis, IN 46205
(317) 251-8813

IN-CCI-Chapter@excite.com
WWW.CCi-indy.org

Reqional CCl Office:

North Central Regional Center
4989 StateRoute37 East
Delaware, OH. 43015-9682
(740)548-444NVITTD

Toll Free: 1-800-572-2275

CCI National
Headquarters:

P.0446
SantaRosa,CA 95402-0446
info@caninecompanions.org

Summer 2005
WWW.canioncompanions.org
(707) 577-1700V
(707)577-1756TDD
Toll Free: 1-866- 224-3647

Materials for the next
newslettermay be submitted
to:

NancyJoAcree,Editor
630 E. 827
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 251-9677
nan100337@aol.com

We regret any errors or
misprints. Every effort has
beenmadeto ensurethat the
information is complete and
accurate at the time of
printing. Any correctionsare
welcome and will be
acknowledgein subsequen
newsletters. Due to
copyrightinfringementlaws,
only attributedarticleswill be
published. We reserve the
right to withhold printing
materials that lack attribution.

—
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CCI Central Indiana Chapter
P.O Box 55095
Indianapolis, IN 46205

DATES TO REMEMBER: MARK YOU CALENDAR

June 24,25 & 26 SamOs Club Fundraiser af Sreet SamOs

July 9 CCI Annual Summer Picnic at OOBrienOs
July 23 Canine CHAMPIONS in Training
August? Annual Ice Cream Social at WomenOs Prison
August13 CCI Graduation in Dublin, OH

August 26, 27 & 28 SamOs Club Fundraiser on Rockville Road
September 12 ChapterMeetingat Marriott Eastat 6:30PM
September 24 Canine CHAMPIONS in Training

For moreinformationon the aboveeventseferto the chaptemwebsiteat www.cci-indy.org.



